
CLIL UNIT
Prof. Maddalena Macario -  class 3Cl - School year 2021/22

LISE MEITNER
A life for science, a woman for science.

INTRODUCTION
Discuss in small groups, then propose you answers to the following
questions:

● What is your opinion about women in science?
● Do you know examples of women who dedicated their lives to

science?
● Do you think that women have the same opportunities to practice

science as men? Why?
● What do you think about the obstacles for a woman willing to

devote her life to science?
● Why are women apparently rarer in science history than men?
● More in general, are you intrigued by some scientific subject? Do

you think you could make science a possible career? Why?
● Which of the scientists appearing in this picture have you ever met

in your past studies? What do you remember about each of them?

In a wall, please hang your sticky notes.



ACTIVITIES

1- READING
Read the following article accurately. It is taken from ChemTalk, a
website collecting tutorials, readings, experiments and others for a better
understanding of chemistry.

Lise Meitner: A Physicist & Chemist
Whose Legacy Lives On



https://chemistrytalk.org/lise-meitner-chemist/

Homework.

Read the following article, in Italian. Underline the key concepts and try
to repeat them in your own words, in English.

https://scienzapertutti.infn.it/rubriche/biografie/3129-meitner-lise

2- Make your glossary
List all new words you find in the texts and you do not understand,
subdividing them in scientific words and everyday words. Give also a
simple definition of each new word, in your own words.
You can find help in your textbook or on the Internet. The teacher can
give you hints, and extra explanations.

1-………
2-............
etc.

2- FOLLOW UP

Listening
In order to better understand the context where Lise lived and worked,
you can listen to one or both of the following podcasts.

From BBC Channel 4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/b00pqjs9 (English)

From RAI PLAY SOUND
https://www.raiplaysound.it/playlist/lisemeitner (Italian) - 5 episodes.

https://chemistrytalk.org/lise-meitner-chemist/
https://scienzapertutti.infn.it/rubriche/biografie/3129-meitner-lise
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/b00pqjs9
https://www.raiplaysound.it/playlist/lisemeitner


3- Work in groups - Question posing

1- Each group is invited to formulate three questions based on the
texts or the podcasts.

Pay attention: Every question must be closed, having one or more
possible choices; it won’t have misinterpretation or scientific mistakes
inside.

2- After that, each group must check the questions of another
group in order to evidence problems of understanding or meaning.

3- The teacher will choose a group of the best questions, will add
three other ones, and finally will compile a Google Form.

4- ASSESSMENT

The Google Form you all have contributed to design,  will be your
final assessment.

Here is an example proposed by the class 3Cl in the school year
2021/22:

https://forms.gle/BxByW7kLgG8iACfs8

Your score is_________________ out of 58 pts.

5- CONCLUSION

● What have you learnt from the story of Lise
Meitner?___________________________________________

● Has your opinion about women in science changed after this CLIL
UNIT?_____________________________________________

● Write your “take home message” hereafter for all people don’t
know this scientist
__________________________________________________

https://forms.gle/BxByW7kLgG8iACfs8

